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modern world.    One of them was the spring of
the greatest philosophical and theological revolu-
tion since Bacon and Luther, and the other is
the   chief  authority  in   this   era   of  industrial
civilisation.   Hume and Smith were both citizens
of Edinburgh, and both were charming person-
alities; Hume is now buried on the Calton Hill,
and Smith in the Canongate churchyard.    Walter
Scott  had   invested   Scotland   with   a   halo   of
medieval and Jacobite romance, and personified
Edinburgh to the world.    Jeffrey in the 'Edin-
burgh   Beview/   and   Wilson   in    'Blackwood,'
had   made   periodical    criticism    an   important
agent in literature  and politics.     In  1834  the
lights    were    fading.      Scott   had    disappeared
two   years  before,  and   others  still   alive   were
withdrawn by the increasing attraction of Lon-
don.    But Chalmers, the most eloquent of Scot-
tish  preachers,  was  at the head  of  a  revived
ecclesiastical life, through which Edinburgh was
to   become   the   centre   of   Church   and   State
conflicts   and   disruptions,   of which   the   final
issues   are   still   remote.     The   city   itself   was
a bankrupt city, when I first saw it, on a misty
afternoon in the end of October.     Its  popula-
tion is now multiplied threefold, and in material0), by the Rev. Charles Macdonald,
